Maybe you have noticec
that finding a decent anc
affordable place to live is quite hard
It you haven't noticed, it probably is
because you already have a good
place to live in.

Then you are one of the \ucky
ones! Because access to affor-
dable housmg S becommg
harder all around Europe

WE WILL NOW TRY TO GET AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION:




To answer this, we need to understand the basic

logic of the Society we live in.
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CAPITALIST SOCIETIES WORKED IN DIFFERENT WAYS:

Until the 80s/90s the provision of housing was
considered a responsibility of the State

But ever since then, the market has been givem 3
bigger role as provider of housing,

The belief was that the free market would solve
the housmg question. It the market wouldn't be
interrupted, there would be enough housing for
everyone, the vag standards would be higher
and life gemera(*y better.




Let’s have a closer look at this

QRN E X BERAN S N

The idea behind neoliberalism is
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In theory it is.

1's hard to arque against freedom.

When politicians and companies suggest a
solution Tor the housmg SSUE, an Impor-
tant question to ask is;
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(this comic will have a lot of text, but we want
you to remember this quesﬂom

"But now the time of col-
lectivism has come to an
end. [..] We strive to make
the 1990s a decennium of
chamgc and renewal for
Sweden.”

'If a Tory does not believe that private
property is one of the main bulwarks of
individual freedom, then he had better
ecome a socialist and have done with it

Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister of Great Britain, 1979-1990
P U January 30, 1975
Carl Bildt,
Swedish Prime Minister, 1991-1994,
October 4, 1991

These politicians really wanted to leave more power to the market, calling it “individual freedom”.



The idea of a free market is that the State
should 'retreat’ from it, deregulate it and leagve
it more privatized. The thought is that the

‘market will balance itselt
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SUUUUUUUUT: does it really work like this?

M. Grander’

| (
lel's ask nOUSIN Yesea(che

”Housmg S not somethmg the market
can fix by itself. [...] And there is an
increased idea that the market is suffi-
cient to provide housing for all groups,
which we know now, it can not.”

we will now explain to you why leaving it to the market
doesn't work...



Well not SVeryone can access the market!
Byt housmg IS 3 basic need for everybody.

The demand will always be there.

. | Especially when the urban population is growing.
1t is not a choice to say ) Jrowing

"It's too expensive, | will skip it”

SUT THERE IS NO PLAN B FOR NOT HAVING A ROME
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(This is why the conditions of the housmg market are different than other markets)

Let's ask an economist abot this!!

The housmg market is not like any other market.
The state needs to be there, to make sure to build when
the market does not want to build. Private companies will
always stop building before the housmg short tage is
\ solved, because t they don't want to risk economic loss.
[..] We have 3 shortage of affordable housmg because
we have built too little and too expensive. We have to
have policies so that everyone can afford housing. The
State needs to help.
We have to collectively finance it so that there will be
eﬂough housmg.

M. Hofverbe Q. Chief Economis

Swedish UHJ‘ of Tenants



Let's take g look at the
stakeholders in the houamg
market and their interests:

THERE'S THE .
HOUSINGRGOMRANIESR!
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but then there's also the. .

gv?ﬁ \ and the

They all have something ir COMMOn;
They need to make a profit (and will always try to),

But there is one last stakeholder in the housing market:
and your interest s

to find a place to live
(without getting ripped off)




| ctakeholders know Hyﬁ neople
i need of housing.
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S be sure to remember their interest!

[ is this happening”?

In the next pages, we will show you some examples
of how It works..



An effect of neoliberalism
S the followmg:

As a way to control the popu-
lation. It the waorkers of a
nation own their homes, they
are less likely to oppose the
system. Both because they
are happier with their situa-
tion, but also because then
they have somethmg to lose *

Instead of the State being responsible for
providing good rental housing, people are
pushed to buy their homes.

This has happened for many reasons:

/

Also, when you have a mortga-
0e to pay. you will go up and
00 10 Work every day, and be
obidient **




f you can not afford to buy your home,

you will have to rent,

Depending on the regulation of your
countries’ rental sector, renting could lead to
a pleasant or an unpleasant life situation.

' o7 Forexample, In Italy and many other countries, there are
* ess regu\aﬂons in the rental market, and instead, the
market decides the rent. In ltaly rental contracts are re-
newed every four years. This means that the landlord can
kick you out, or raise the rent as much as they want.
This has not always been the case in Italy. there used to
be rental control. But since the protection was low for the
tenants, the landlords could exploit the tenants’ weak si-
tuation and rent out on the black market for h{gher
Drices.
In 1998 rental control was abolished.
Researcher T. Poggio explains that this simply meant
e o making illegal exploitation legal:
> o
prnp— What was called the "black market” under rent

control is now, when the rental system is liberali-
zed, called the "free market”



On the other hand in Sweden the system s still safe for
many renters. Thanks 1o afﬁromgtenantsanon,renﬂsare
kind ofregubted S0 that they will be stable and affor-
dable over time. Also, the rental contracts do not have a
time limit. This means that you can stay in yourrenuﬂ
apartment as long as you wish.

But remember the different stakeholders, M1Swedenthey
also have the same interest: PRO

Housing companies are using the loophole of forced reno-
vations to raise rents and push away tenants who can not
atford this.

Many politicians and other stakeholders are suggesting
that Jenmg the market decide rents (which means: higher
prices) would have positive results, because it would lead
to more houwng construction.

\\“EP But then less people would be able to afford it!
(this brings us to the next point...)
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The argument is freedom, but it actually means that the profit making of

housing companies is more important than the safety of the tenants.
g Lo P ety




Both CTlies and housing companies want to attract high-income hou-
seholds. The municipalities want taxpayers, housing companies want
the rents to be as high as possible and the construction companies
want to sell at the highest price possible. All this means that new
dwellings are built for the upper-middle class. That's why it is diffi-

cult to find a newly built home for groups with lower income,
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For those who can not afford buying or renting in the normal marker,
many countries have the option of social housing. That is when the
State or municipality provides housing for low-income housenolds at a
lower price.

BUUUUT: all over Europe the share of social housing has been decrea-
sing more and more. The trend is to sell the public housing stock to
private companies (that will make profit) leaving fewer affordable
apartments to low-income households.
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buying public housing..
making profit! g
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For example, they sell it to international private equity firms

. like Blackstone*

*(a multinational firm based in Manhattan)

This is what it says on their website:

The Firm Qur Businesses Our Impact Shareholders Insights Careers LP Login Q
Blackstone E . -

The Firm

Blackstone is one of the world's leading investment firms. We seek to create positive economic
impact and long-term value for our investors, the companies in which we invest, and the
communities in which we live and work.

SOUNDS NICE, RIGHT?1?

Sut what is actually happening?

—

y global investment firms, say UN experts

Human Rights

Tenants ‘forced out their homes’b

UN News/Ana Carmo ' Manhattan, New vork 26 March 2019

for
ackstone Group L
&No;géﬁg]&e U.S. housing crisis

UN accuses Blackstone Group of
contributing to global housing crisis

BY IRINA IVANOVA

World's largest corporate residential landlords called out for their
practices of inflating rents and ‘aggressive evictions’

Warren Calls Out Blackstone for

‘Shameless’ Profits From Housing » »
By Misyrlena Egkolfopoulou and Heather Perlberg B ‘ a C ‘<SJ[ O n e [ J[ S @ >< p ‘ O ( J[ Q ﬂ 9

November 18, 2019, 7:56 PM GMT+1 Updated on November 18, 2019, 9:56 PM GMT+1 | AR
~ -~ the tenants!
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** watch the movie PUSH if you want to learn more about it!



What can we learn from this?

| have tried to explain why it is becoming
s0 hard to find affordable housing.

When there is PROFIT (o make. .

It will be mad

el

And of course, who will be more affected by this?

Right now, it's the poorer parts of the population.
We're talking about many immigrant households,
low-income households and young people.

Sut if things don't change - and we know it's hard to
change! - more people will be completely excluded
from the housing market



WHY 1S THIS
MPORTANT
10 KNOW?T?

Because we need to start talkmg about
housing as a part of people’s life, their
home, and not just numbers and economic
growth.

BERGETE THE m o NOJREIUAN
WEED [T GOWES 70 FOTEIE
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to know?

Young people or the average person of today would need

to know more about what's actually going on with the hou-
sing situation. To actually understand this shift in ideas of
home and housmg nas changed, and what this shift that
does to society and what that does for us, how it affects
people. So [ would say that we all need to have a better
knowledge about these housing systems in Europe and all
over the world actually functions. Who are the stakehol-
ders and what are their interests and why different trajec-

tories take place and so on. An awareness of the financiali-
zation and transformation of the housmg market is very

much important.



The stakeholders who want to make profit, will
keep proposing solutions to further privatization,
liberalization and reliance on a more free market.

'S INTRODUCE MARKET RENTS!

LET'S

SET THE MARKET FREE!

LET'S MAKE IT EASIER TO

CCT AN NANODRT (A (”‘ C
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But we need to ask those who love freedom at the housmg market the serious question:
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Do the 650,000 families wam’mg
for social housmg in Ha‘y feel
free?

Do all the families in Sweden that
were forced to move because of 3
luxurious renovation feel free”



1 is important that people become more aware of how current neoliberal
nolicies are affecting the accessibility of affordable housing.

Recause when you know MOTe about @ system

you Wl || have a better chance 10 chamge
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